P nominated for

Commons award

by RICHARD
DAVIES

SOUTH Hams MP Dr

Sarah Wollaston is in
the running for a top
parliamentary award

just over 12 months

after being elected to
the House of Comm-
‘Ons.

The GP turned MP
has been shortlisted for

the prestigious Back-

bencher of the Year, in
;iu;ag'mhnn of the way

mﬁrﬂﬁt Bﬂ] to
reform the MHS.

Dr Wallaston, who
site.on the Health Select

Committes, has been a

‘constant critic of ag- [

‘nacts of the Health um-l

&maf:agexm,lm

; .$I'!.¢ shares the short-
list with former shad-
ow Home Ee::rztat}-
David Davis and for-
mer Justice Secretary
Jack Straw, nominated
for their efforts to
secure a Commons
dehate of prisoner's
Vi s

Dr Wollaston was
chosen-as the Conser-

vative candidate for
Totnes in ﬂ]&mﬂh‘y’s
first open primary elec-
tion, which meant
evaryune in the con-
stituency, whateyer
their po il.'iq:_l_il cnl_gur,
could vote,

The announcement -
and shock defeat of the
titm mayer of Torbay

Nick Bye —was made to
a packed audience at
the Royal Seven Stars

Hotel in Totnes. Dr
Wollaston said: 1 was
delighted to be nomi-
naled for backbencher
of the year.”

She added: ‘1 feel
that coming to parlia-
ment through the open
primary process has
Eean especially impor-
tant in epabling me to
make g{md on . my
promiseto stand up for
the NHS, which | have

Dr Sarah Wnllasmni&ét Winnmg th!TﬂMlHtﬂtthltﬂﬂl guieraliletﬂﬂn

found very rewarding.

B | have always felt
that it needed
more MPs from non-
political backgrounds
and hope that my nom-
innhm ‘will encourage

ﬁfﬂwﬂr& af

this easier.
‘Be able to spa@k
mmﬁtﬂ.fhac
24 years in the NHShas
allowed me to play a

ﬁmmm

part in contributing to
the debate on the future
of our NHS.

The house awards
are nominated by read-
ers of parliament's
weekly magazine, and
finalised by an editorial
Eﬂﬂel .of MPs before

£ voted on by par-
lamentarians. ¥ :

The result will be
announced at a ceremo-
ny on July 6,




