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Totnes MP Sarah Wollaston brings her fortnightly diary

We must end problems fuelled by cheap drink

FOR any new MP, anet they hive
tukert the oath of aflegiancs, the
gpeckre of their malden spesch
liea ahead of them.

With mors than 200 new MPs in the
Commuans, the decision (o be mods |
whisther o g early o wall wntil the
rusly |5 owver,

Teadilionally, 8Ps cannot nsk
qlumunnam i part indishates until
they havn mode thoeir miden speech,
bt this has been relaxed In elow of
e shiser mimbers of pew MPe wall-
Iniz e qidue 1H fpeak.

A5 the National Health Ssrvioe hns
wlways ey my maln concern and the
syt maason for my coming inio poeli-
e, [ abecided o ask the Speaker |1
codll ke my maidom spench |1|.1r|1y:
the healtly debnie o e Queen’s
Spoich. AL thid point, you wail &nx-
tenisly to “catoh Speaker's eyn’.

Sptaking in the Chapiber for the

time in narvernoking and many
mivey WTES danide 1o pead alowd from a
writien spesch.

In my view this makes o boring
Hsiening, S0l declded to phamdo my
Mo e ska from the heart. While
It is more LHoedy that vour aodience
skayn awnke [t doed menm Hhit i
s meany, fimer polnts of detsil

Tradittonally, the MP's madilen
specch first describes the con-
stitaengy he or she represents, Al
t]auuuh I minde r.ll:l?r r:.dhut aur
pheturssgue sourirslde il speoioe-
s coadtline pttricts fens 'BF“'H.N
sovids of toqreists, [ also said its bepuby
capncils many social probbms,

ar farmers - are safTeramg _-i.;.l_‘lﬂﬂ
from the eifects of tha boving

B VICIOUS CIRGLE: Pubss can't compato with chesp suparmarket plcohol

apidemic, andl | reminded the Houwss
thint, despite more fish boing landed it
Bricham than any other povd in Eng
tang, the loeal fehing dustry §s
eaperlenclyg considerable hordship
ns-a result-of the-controls enforsed by

the Europein Union’s Common Fish-
ariss Polj:

| il I:giutﬂtnrhmr;nrh;nl"iln.-:ﬁtﬁ
and voluntecss in our four commg-
nify hoapdtals, and nlso praised Tran
sitiony Town Tobes for i eflorts in

planning for o Fotee witheut cheap
or-abundam obl: bt what grabbed fhe
Tiisdiines wers my oomments about
the neid for &' minimom price for
nleohol,

M intkmeam pricing = now aurpunud
by all thir kes medical and sookl
experts in the ekl of alcohol harm

ietion,

There {5 now overwhelming ovi-
dincd limhkog the amount of aloobol
we drink with its: low  pricing and
avnklabiliny,

11 5= ot surprismg TRt chr
aleadil lends to =0 nﬁmw a‘ITdﬂu'ng m1g
il dupmibancy. The problem is
that this ki el {0 an =xplosion of
it i-social s basiowr and real harm,
ni juist B dsoes wiio bepome prehlem
drinkurn, Bt to fhoss wound them

Wao all wish we eiield end the prob-
Fests ol alcsfiol-faelled crime and vios
lence; The anmunl (igures are
|:|:|I.1:||.|t=1lll.'|g|; alenhod abnise i8 s maper
factor in half of all murders' and
FES O ineidents of domestic vioe
Benoe, and aroond 8 million nssailis
gre aleohobrelnted,

We must adso benr i inind il
excessiv drinking s associnted with
relariopship hired i mnd il
pour parvnting wnsafe nnd regreted
set, irumpcy, anti-social behoviour
ahil homalassness,

Thar coet to the couniery 18 af least
20T Lo 0 yetir, bibad ARe miml costs to
Intivldwnls and familkes sre bnmes-
gurahly hicher.

There pre L dmilbon children inour
oeuniry suffering a8 A resuit ol o
family member misusing aleohol. To
thitse dapressimg fgures we must sdid

the 18 per cant of road desths thnt are
onutied by drink-driving

Wi ean confinwe o wiing odr
hmnds, or we ean ok carefully at the
erbdance to bring about o =slution o
the problem  bMulinstimael smediss
irn wory dhend - liconsing and priving
mist b pibidressad

Sobady wants tosse o trad it omnal
British puba ot of basiness, bk
th s b e ing becnase thisy ensmnal
compe: aRniast wira-cheap supor-
eilrkel alitohol.

Teaoo has pocopied that Uske 15 a
probbem and woald [k to stop selling
chenp aleohil. However, it has besn
poimted ouithst 8 b is o avnkl prose
cution for price-fixing, thon i will
rsukee mew legisbtion to allow -
E:mnnrk-:tl-‘ to adopt minimum alco-

H pricing.

[ ko that many people worry that
minimum pricing will penalise low
Income modoraie deinkers, and 1 can
underatand thint far.

1 am nit !UETHU"-# thnl we milogd
hbsh Seandinaviin aloohosl prices bul
that wi set the prielhg st'a Teval tha
Wil stop wltmicheap aloohol sales,

Rososrch shaws cleariy that mini-
miiy pricing ia heavy drinkers
anil underc-ags dr re aml dods ra-
dute thelr tse of aleahal

Wis need toogbop the earnige on our
striurts cansed by drinkers who “pre-
I’ with cheap boose before they
aven arrive ol the clubs and pubs.

If it means thot & bottke of wine will
ondd £4.00 instand of €4, bt i returm
oiar homees and streets e sador, then
thuwt w ikl be money well spoend
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