Wealthy second home owners’
council tax discount now tops...

£700,000

SOUTH Hams' 4,000
second home owners
are claiming more
than £700,000 in
council tax dis-
counts.

The figures, revealed
by the district council
in response (o a
Freedom of Inform-
ation request by the
Chronicle, shocked
South Hams MP Dr
Sarah Waollaston when
we asked for her view.

MNow Dr Wallaston

EXCLUSIVE

and other senior local
puoliticians at parish,
towm, district and coun-
ty level are calling for
the discount to be
scrapped. y
Dr Wollaston said; ‘Tt
is shocking to hear that
there-are 4,162 homes
qualifying for the sec-
ond home discount of
10 per cent.’

Ben Cooper, South
Hams councilior for

Townskal, said: "While T
appreciate that Dart-
mouith, like neighbout-
ing towns and villages,
enjoys the benefits that
second homes bring in
terms of visitors to the
area, it'is difficult to
justify the loss in rev-
enue at a time when
South Hams Council is
beginning to deal with
massive cuts in funding
from central govern-
ment.’

@ Sce pages 2 and 3 for
the full story.
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